GOETHE  AS   NOVELIST
investigations which occupied Goethe in the nineties of the
eighteenth century. Whether his inquiries related to individual
phenomena of nature or to a species, to plants or to animals, one
concept dominated his thought. This was the belief that each
phenomenon is the product of two factors: an inherent urge
which determines its being, and external reality which modifies
its shape. In the realm of plant and animal life Goethe denoted the
process of interrelation between these inner and outward factors
by the term Metamorphose, while in the realm of human life he
called it Bildung. Essentially these terms mean the same thing,
although, as will be seen in Wilhelm Meister, the problem of
Bildung is complicated by the fact that human beings possess the
will to direct their own development and that of others, and to
substitute one aim for another and so give their development a
new direction.
Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre contains the fundamental principles
of Goethe's philosophy of life which he elaborated -during
his classical period in Weimar. In its present form the novel is a
modification of an earlier plan under the influence of this philo-
sophy. In his alteration of the original design he was aided by his
acquaintanceship with Karl Philipp Moritz whom he met in
Rome. His original intention when he began to write the work
was to portray die making of a creative artist in the realms of
the drama and the theatre. There are some ironic touches in
Wilhelm Meisters theatralische Sendung, the name given to the
early draft of the novel when it was discovered in 1909, but
for the most part it is a serious depiction of Wilhelm's poetic
development. Goethe was not able to complete die treatment
of this theme. Writing in 1819 in Tag- und Jahreshefte he said
about the work that its original idea contained the notion of an
aberration in the search for Bildung: "Die Anfange 'Wilhelm
Meisters* hatten lange geruht. Sie entsprangen aus einemdunklen
Vorgefuhl der grossen Wahrheit: Dass der Mensch oft etwas
versuchen mochte, wozu ihm Anlage von Natur versagt ist,
unternehmen und ausiiben mochte, wozu ihm Fertigkeit nicht
werden kann". This idea is fully realized in the completed novel.
"Stimulated by the example of Moritz, who had endeavoured to
56